jo8             THE SUCCESSION TO THE KINGDOM         CHAT.

his legs.    This was too much.    The tyrant in disgust told
him he had danced away his marriage.1
The annual        Thus it appears  that the right to marry a girl, and
^-6 esPeciaIly a princess, has often been conferred as a prize in
) at an athletic contest.    There would be no reason, therefore, for
surprise if the Roman kings, before bestowing their daughters
a relic of   in marriage, should have resorted to this ancient mode of
for thetCSt testing the personal qualities of their future sons-in-law and
kingdom    successors.     If my theory is correct, the  Roman king and
hand of the queen personated Jupiter and his divine consort, and in the
princess,    character of these divinities went through the annual cere-
mony of a sacred marriage for the purpose of causing the
crops to grow and men and cattle to be fruitful and multiply.
Thus they did what in more northern lands we may suppose
the King and Queen of May were believed to do in days of
old.    Now we have seen that the right to play the part of
the King of May and to wed the Queen of May has some-
times been determined by an athletic contest, particularly
by a race.2    This may have been a relic of an old marriage
custom of the sort we have examined, a custom designed to
test the fitness of a candidate for matrimony.    Such a test
might reasonably be applied with  peculiar  rigour  to the
king  in  order   to   ensure that  no  personal  defect   should
incapacitate him for the performance of those sacred rites
and ceremonies on which, even more than on the despatch
of his civil and military duties, the safety and prosperity of
the community were believed to depend.    And it would be
natural to require of him that from time to time he should
submit himself afresh to the same ordeal for the sake of
publicly demonstrating that he was still equal to the dis-
charge of his high calling.     A relic of that test perhaps
survived in the ceremony known as the Flight of the King
(regifugium}) which continued to be annually observed at Rome
down  to  imperial   times.     On  the   twenty-fourth  day of

1  Herodotus, vi. 126-130.    It is to     customs were observed at Whitsuntide,
be observed that in this and other of     not on May Day.   But the Whitsuntide
the examples cited above the succession     king and queen are obviously equiva-
to the kingdom did not pass with the     lent to the King and Queen of May.
hand of the princess.                                Hence I allow myself to use the lattef

and more familiar titles so as to include

2  See above, pp. 69, 84,901?.  These     the former.